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On behalf of the Long Island City 
Partnership, and our co-hosts 
Modern Spaces and Schneps Media, 
we welcome you to the seventh 
annual LIC Summit, LIC: Community 
Through Crisis.

For the past six years, the LIC Summit has provided 
an opportunity to celebrate LIC in its regional 
context while exploring both its promise and its 
challenges. This year’s Summit comes at a time 
like no other, including in a neighborhood with a 
varied and storied history like LIC. But even in 
the midst of this terrible COVID-19 pandemic and 
economic crisis, LIC and its people have continued 
to find ways to embody ‘essential’ both for the city 
and for each other.  We’ll explore some of the many 
ways this took shape in our second panel today.

In our Keynote Panel, we will also explore how we 
can leverage this crisis to lay the groundwork for 
a better future, through building on LIC’s unique 
blend of assets and providing support for the 
necessary work of expanding the benefit of those 
to all.

We wish to thank all of our elected officials, 
sponsors, partners, and civic and business leaders 
who have been a driving force for Long Island City 
and who continue to work together to support our 
community through COVID-19. We also thank our 
stellar Board for helping us put together such a 
high quality program.

LIC entered this crisis as a highly attractive 
live-work-create city within NYC, sitting at its 
geographic center.  This positions us well for the 
future, but only if we work together through the 
present and plan a strategic path forward. 

Thank you for attending today and being part of 
the conversation. We hope that you will participate 
actively both today and beyond.

Elizabeth Lusskin	 Patricia Dunphy		
President	   	 Chair

Thank you to all our Elected Officials for their continued support.
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo

Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul
Mayor Bill de Blasio

US Senator Charles E. Schumer         US Senator Kirsten Gillibrand

New York City Council Member 
Jimmy Van Bramer

Acting Queens Borough President 
Sharon Lee

New York State Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan

US Congresswoman 
Carolyn B. Maloney

New York State Senator 
Michael Gianaris

LIC Summit is hosted by
Long Island City Partnership’s mission is to advocate for economic 
development that benefits Long Island City’s industrial, commercial, cultural, 
and residential sectors. The goal is to attract new businesses to LIC, retain 
those already here, welcome new residents and visitors, and promote a vibrant 
and authentic mixed-use community. The LIC Partnership operates the Long 
Island City Business Improvement District and the LIC Industrial Business 
Zone, among other programs.

LIC is an authentic, creative, transit rich live-work-innovate community directly 
across from midtown Manhattan. You’ll find everything here—from industrial, 
tech, life sciences, film and television, creative office, design, culinary and 
Fortune 500 companies; to genuine connections for entrepreneurs and 
residents; and inspiring creativity in its cultural institutions and artists. 
Together they make LIC the ultimate mixed-use hub that fuels the productivity 

of the fastest growing neighborhood in the country.

Modern Spaces was founded in 2008 with the goal of creating a new kind of 
real estate company — one that is rooted in its local neighborhood, promotes 
the common good, champions the local arts, and nurtures the economic and 
cultural development of the area. We believed then, and were quick to prove, 
that when those efforts of support come together, they benefit all involved. 
Since opening our first office in Long Island City, we have revitalized the area 
and continue to advance our philosophy in emerging neighborhoods.

Every office includes a specialized sales team of fully integrated neighborhood 
dwellers ready to incorporate their inherent local intel with a successful, customized 
marketing plan. Beyond research, data, and metrics, there are certain intangibles 
that Modern Spaces has become known for. What we offer transcends real estate 
transactions. We provide a neighborhood lifestyle and the integrated sense of 
community within it. The future is Modern Spaces, and we are well positioned to be 
at the helm of growth and expansion throughout Queens, Manhattan, and now Jersey 
City. Learn more at modernspacesnyc.com.

Schneps Media is an innovative local media company dedicated to being the 
leader in informing, entertaining and advocating for the communities we serve 
with original high quality content across multiple channels that can be utilized 
by advertisers to achieve and exceed their marketing objectives.

Schneps Media is the leading local media company serving New York City, 
Westchester and Long Island. Our award-winning content reaches over 2 million 
readers per week across the largest group of community and daily newspapers, 
magazines, websites, email newsletters, social media channelsand targeted 
business and community events as well as festivals.

Our media outlets include The Queens Courier, TimesLedger, QNS.com, amNY 
Metro, LIC Magazine, BORO Magazine, El Correo, Caribbean Life, Queens 
Family, Dan’s Papers and many others.

Event Co-Hosts
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Media PartnerEvent Partners

Premiere Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Thank you to our Sponsors and Partners Event Description & Agenda

10:15 - 11:15

11:15 - 11:25 

11:25 - 11:30 

Event Begins, Opening Remarks
Elizabeth Lusskin, Eric Benaim, Patricia Dunphy, Josh Schneps 

Closing Remarks

9:00 - 9:10 6

Resiliency Through Crisis:  
Pivoting to Meet the Challenge

Michael Samuelian (Moderator), Charles Boyce, Caryn Schwab, Cynthia Shephard,  

Bishop Mitchell Taylor, Edjo Wheeler

Q&A

Page

7

8

PA
N

EL
 1

PA
N

EL
 2

9:10 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:15 

Keynote Panel:
Navigating Crisis to Create Opportunity

Kenneth Adams (Moderator), Melva Miller, Kathryn Wylde,  

Queens Borough President Elect Donovan Richards 

Q&A

LIC: Community Through Crisis

The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted communities all over the world and has significantly changed the way 
businesses operate. This unprecedented situation called on local, city, state, and federal agencies to provide 
guidance and support as businesses adapt to new restrictions.

In recent years, Long Island City has become a highly attractive live-work-create talent hub with a broad range 
of industries. Now, this community of innovative leaders must navigate through uncharted waters to find relief 
during a public health crisis, and to build towards a better future. 

This year’s Summit will explore the lasting effects of COVID-19 and how key groups such as small businesses, 
healthcare, civic/non-profit, arts and education, manufacturers, workforce, real estate, and government 
agencies worked independently, as well as collaboratively, to recover during a crisis.
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Eric Benaim
Founder & CEO, Modern Spaces
Eric Benaim’s entry into real estate began in 2001, after 
a successful career as owner of a live event production 
and marketing firm. Initially concentrating on Manhattan 
luxury sales, Eric later recognized the untapped 
opportunity in his own beloved borough, and turned his 
focus exclusively to Long Island City. In the midst of 
2008’s severe economic crisis, Eric instinctively decided 
the time was right to launch Modern Spaces, permanently 
changing the perception and value of real estate in LIC. 
In just 10 years, Eric’s insightful and personal approach 
resulted in the swift expansion of Modern Spaces, 
capturing a 70% market share in Long Island City. He 
resides in Long Island City with his wife Stephanie, and 
their children Greyson and Olive. Eric is a member of the 
Long Island City Partnership Board and the Long Island 
City Business Improvement District Board.

Opening Remarks
9:00 - 9:10AM

Patricia Dunphy
Senior Vice President, Rockrose 
Development Corp.

Patricia presently leads the retail leasing and residential 
acquisitions departments for Rockrose Development 
Corp.  During her close to  thirty-five years tenure  
Patricia has been involved in all aspects of the business 
throughout the city but is partial to her work in the 
development of Long Island City. Active in the Long 
Island City Partnership for many years, Patricia presently 
serves as the Chairperson. She is a member of the Long 
Island City Business Improvement District Board.

Elizabeth Lusskin 
President, Long Island City 
Partnership 

Elizabeth Lusskin is the President of the LIC Partnership 
and Executive Director of the LIC Business Improvement 
District. She was Co-Chair of the Sunnyside Yard Master 
Plan Steering Committee, was Co-Chair of the Amazon 
Community Advisory Project Plan Committee and is a 
Member of the Western Queens Tech Task Force and 
NYC BID Association Board of Directors. Prior to LIC, 
she served as the Chief of Staff and VP of Strategic 
Initiatives at the Polytechnic Institute of NYU. She 
advised a range of clients through her former consulting 
practice. She previously was Deputy Commissioner of 
NYC SBS, General Counsel to the Downtown Alliance 
and Legislative Counsel at NYS Office of Federal Affairs. 
She is a graduate of Yale University and NYU School of 
Law. 

Josh Schneps 
Co-publisher, Schneps Communications

Founder and President, LIC Flea & Food
Joshua Schneps is CEO and Co-Publisher of Schneps 
Media, the largest local media company in New York 
City and New York State.  The privately-owned media 
company includes the most widely read and respected 
community newspapers, magazines and local websites 
including amNewYork, The Queens Courier chain, 
Brooklyn Paper, El Correo, Long Island Press, Gay City 
News, Brownstoner.com, Bronx Times, The Villager, Bay 
News, New York Family and many more. Schneps Media’s 
events division hosts several business networking events 
and expos. Mr. Schneps also founded and operates LIC 
Flea & Food Market as well as The World’s Fare. Josh is a 
member of the Long Island City Partnership Board.

Melva Miller
Association for a Better New York
Melva M. Miller, the ABNY’s first Chief Executive 
Officer, works with the Board of Directors to ensure 
the overall success of the organization through 
economic development, long-term planning, stakeholder 
engagement, strategic partnerships, and the expansion 
and evolution of ABNY’s membership. Prior to this role, 
Ms. Miller led the organization’s Census initiative for an 
accurate count of New York where she supported and 
supplemented the 2020 census efforts by the US Census 
Bureau, State and City of New York, and in coordination 
with community-based organizations in an effort to help 
New York City and State achieve the most accurate 
census count possible. 

Kathryn Wylde
Partnership for New York City
Kathryn Wylde is President and CEO of the nonprofit 
Partnership for New York City whose members are the 
city’s global business leaders and major employers. In 
response to COVID-19, the Partnership has been a key 
liaison between the public and private sectors with 
respect to health and economic challenges. In July, the 
Partnership published the first comprehensive analysis 
of pandemic impact on the city, A Call to Action & 
Collaboration, which recommended public-private 
initiatives to accelerate economic recovery. Wylde sits 
on advisory groups established by the governor and 
mayor to guide the response to the COVID-19. She 
has assisted industry and philanthropic initiatives to 
address the ramifications of the pandemic across the five 
boroughs. She is a member of many boards, including the 
NYC Economic Development Corporation, the Fund for 
Public Schools, the Manhattan Institute, NYC & Co., the 
Partnership Fund, and Invest Puerto Rico (the Island’s 
inward investment group).

Keynote Panel:  
Navigating Crisis to Create Opportunity
9:10 - 10:00AM

Still in the midst of this crisis, what can we do to not only navigate our way through it but also 

towards a more equitable and robust economy? 

Donovan Richards
Queens Borough President Elect
Queens Borough President Elect Donovan Richards Jr., a 
lifelong resident of Southeast Queens and the Rockaways, 
was elected as the Borough President this November after 
serving on the New York City Council since 2013. Since 
the rise of the COVID-19 crisis, Richards has been on 
the ground delivering PPE, emergency food, resources 
and supplies for low-income, Black and immigrant 
neighborhoods that have been ravaged by the pandemic. 
He has demanded accountable public safety, stronger 
public health responses and equitable small business 
resources to address the inequalities that continue to 
exist in communities who have been the hardest-hit 
during this COVID-19 crisis.

Kenneth Adams (Moderator)
LaGuardia Community College
Kenneth Adams is the recently named President of 
LaGuardia Community College. Previously he was Dean 
of Workforce and Economic Development for Bronx 
Community College, where he created career pathways, 
educating students for jobs in high-growth sectors of the 
city’s economy. Prior to joining CUNY, Mr. Adams served 
as President and CEO of Empire State Development and 
Acting Commissioner of the New York State Department 
of Taxation and Finance. Mr. Adams serves on several 
Boards of Directors, including Opportunity America 
and the Long Island City Partnership and is the Board 
Chairman for several of the state’s public/private 
affordable housing programs.
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Resiliency Through Crisis: Pivoting to 
Meet the Challenge
10:15AM - 11:15AM

Creative responses across all sectors in LIC sustained the community and provided resiliency for the 
neighborhood and the city. We also are seeing why a robust mix of uses matters, as advanced manufacturing, 
large and small businesses, food production, and higher education, cultural and social service institutions all 
play essential roles. What lessons can we take forward on how to sustain, improve and preserve our ability to 
weather this and future crises?

Cynthia Shephard
Corazón de Mexico
Cynthia Shephard is currently the General Manager at 
both Corazón de Mexico Restaurant & Bar and La Adelita 
de Woodside. She studied at Monroe College, majoring in 
Hospitality Management. Ms. Shephard was raised by her 
lovely mother Maria Iglesias, who has more than 30 years 
in the restaurant industry. Through both administrative 
and culinary experience, Cynthia provides Mexican 
cuisine, drinks, and catering services with the goal of 
inspiring others. She champions women and minorities 
through organizations like FoodtoEat and The Floating 
Hospital and also works to support victims of domestic 
abuse.

Bishop Mitchell Taylor
Urban Upbound
Bishop Mitchell G. Taylor was installed as Senior 
Pastor of the Center of Hope International in 1991. In 
founding Urban Upbound in 2004, he has created a true 
alliance of local leaders, government officials, business 
owners, and residents working together to expand 
economic opportunity for public housing residents. For 
his leadership around public housing, Bishop Taylor 
has been profiled by leading media outlets, including 
New York Times and CNN, and has received prestigious 
awards, such as the NYPL Brooke Astor Award and NYC 
Neighborhood Achievement Leadership Award, among 
others. He was chosen to participate in the Achieving 
Excellence in Community development program led by 
Neighborworks and Harvard University Kennedy School 
of Government. Urban Upbound has been at the forefront 
of COVID-19 relief efforts. In addition to adapting our 
services to be able to help our clients virtually, we have 
been distributing food and financial assistance to low-
income families in New York City, especially the public 
housing communities. 

Charles Boyce
Boyce Technologies
Charles Boyce is the founder and President of Boyce 
Technologies. Charles is a graduate of New York 
University where he received both a Bachelor’s Degree 
with concentrations in Bioelectronics, Computer Science 
and Network Television Broadcasting, and a Master’s 
Degree in Telecommunications Engineering. Charles 
has over 25 years of experience in electronic design 
and communications construction. Charles started 
Boyce Technologies (BTI) 10 years ago. BTI is known 
for the MTA systems such as the Help Point kiosks and 
Access Nodes as well as the recent pivot to the first 
available FDA-approved bridge ventilator in response to 
COVID-19. Charles is very dedicated to uplifting his fellow 
New Yorkers. His vision of a new medical and life science 
innovation center will be the next expansion, creating 
hundreds of new jobs. Charles is a board member of the 
Long Island City Partnership Board.

Caryn Schwab 
Mount Sinai Queens
Caryn Schwab has been a dynamic force in New York City 
health care for more than 30 years. She is currently the 
Executive Director of Mount Sinai Queens. Since joining the 
hospital in 1999, Schwab has led major facility upgrades, 
program expansions, and quality improvements. The new 
$175 million, 140,000 square foot Mount Sinai Queens 
Pavilion nearly triples the size of the campus and the state-
of-the-art Cerebrovascular Stroke Center is reimagining 
what stroke care looks like. Schwab has been at the helm 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and credits the hospital’s 
leadership and staff for their extraordinary response to the 
crisis. Schwab holds a BA from Colgate University and an 
MA in Public Policy from The New School. Caryn is a board 
member of the Long Island City Partnership.

Michael Samuelian (Moderator)
Urban Tech Hub at Jacobs Technion 
Institute at Cornell Tech
Michael Samuelian the Founding Director of the Cornell 
Tech Urban Tech Hub, a new venture that bridges tech 
industries and academic research to address the most 
pressing urban challenges. He is an urban planner, real 
estate developer, professor and most recently the President 
and CEO of the Trust for Governors Island. From the 
revitalization Lower Manhattan after 9/11 to the creation 
of a new neighborhood in Hudson Yards and the activation 
of Governors Island he’s helped plan, design and develop 
some of the most transformative projects in New York 
City. Michael is a board member of the Long Island City 
Partnership.

Edjo Wheeler
Culture Lab LIC
As Co-Founder and Artistic Director of Culture Lab LIC, 
Edjo has produced over sixty art exhibitions, forty theater 
and musical productions and hundreds of community 
events. Edjo is a sculptor, designer, curator and producer. 
Programming credits include the New York Film Academy, 
School for Film and Television and NYU Tisch School of 
the Arts.  He has worked on twenty films, sixteen television 
shows and over eighty stage productions. During COVID, 
Culture Lab has turned its gallery and parking lot into a 
food relief center, pantry and community center where 
thousands of pounds of food and other services are 
delivered weekly. 

LIC in Context
Long Island City is a mixed-use city within New York City and the last decade of growth has shown that this unique mix is not just from the new: 
constants like an accessible transportation network, industrial uses, and a strong arts & cultural landscape also created the LIC of 2020. As our 
neighborhood grapples with the worldwide crisis caused by COVID-19 and looks ahead to the future, understanding the growth and strength of 
LIC in recent years provides valuable context.

Population numbers based on LIC Core zip codes 11101, 11106, 11109

Jobs in: 2010 2017* Change  
2010-17

Core LIC 88,959 127,684 44%

NYC 3,698,646 4,367,781 18%

 * Most recent year data reported. Source: OnTheMap

Residential Population 2010 2018* Change  
2010-18

Core LIC 67,882 74,387 10%

NYC 8,078,471 8,443,713 5%

 * Most recent year data reported. Source: ACS 5-Year Estimates

People
In the past decade, LIC Jobs and Residents increased ≥2x 
faster than NYC overall. This growth lays a foundation for LIC 
to flourish again in the coming years.

Working Population

Residential Population

US Census Data, OnTheMap Application Projection based on new office tenant employee numbers

0

27,500

55,000

82,500

110,000

2010 2017 2018-20

 

American Community Survey, 
5-Year Averages

Population projections calculated at 2x number of units completed 
to date, thereafter units in construction and/or announced

40,000

57,500

75,000

92,500

110,000

2010 2018 2019-2022

A Unique Mix
LIC’s mix of industries, building stock, and even lunch options creates a 
connected and strong economy. During a time when all industries are hurting, 
our neighborhood must work together. 

Employers in LIC include: 3DBio, Altice USA, Amy’s Bread, Boyce Technologies Inc., Centene, DeppGlass, 

Doughnut Plant, Estée Lauder, JetBlue, Kaufman Astoria Studios, Lady M Confections, Lyft, Macy’s/

Bloomingdales, MANA Products, Mount Sinai Queens, Neuman’s Kitchen, Nouveau Elevator, Silvercup 

Studios, TEI Group, Uber, VaynerMedia, The Wirecutter, and many more.

300+
50+

50+

40+

Food & Drink locations, from bars to cafes to Michelin Star fine dining

Shopping stops, to pick up fresh produce, a thought-provoking book, or 
a locally-made gift from our small retailers

K-12 Schools including 40 public elementary, middle, and high 
schools and another 11 private and charter schools

Arts & Culture Organizations, including museums, galleries, and 
performing arts spaces that put LIC at the center of New York’s cultural 
conversation

LIC Today
40+

20+

10+

3

Health & Fitness Options, including rock climbing, 
yoga, pilates, martial arts, and more

Parks, Playgrounds, and Community Gardens with 
over 145 acres of green space

Major Nonprofits and Community Organizations

Higher Education Institutions in the area: Cornell 
Tech, CUNY Law, and LaGuardia Community College
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Long Island City 
Partnership Assists
As New York went from 

busy to paused to slowly 

reopening, LICP remained 

active in our community. Our 

work this spring/summer by 

the numbers:

   We’ve contacted 680+ 
individual businesses for our 
online Open Business Map 
to check in on their current 
operating status and hours. 
530+ businesses are open with 
modified operations.

   Our Business Assistance team 
helped 70+ businesses apply 
to loan and relief programs.

   We’ve hosted 10+ webinars 
on topics including Grants & 
Loans, Workplace Reopening, 
and NYC’s Open Streets 
Program.

   We’ve distributed 70,000+ 
masks to 200+ businesses.

   LIC Local, our neighborhood 
smart signage system and 
mobile website, offers the 
most up-to-date information 
on modified business hours, 
open dining, and virtual events. 
Open your phone camera to 
scan one of 150+ signs in the 
neighborhood.

   Our new Member Portal 
allows LICP Members to edit 
their own contact and business 
listings, access a downloadable 
Member Directory with over 
500 contacts, and customize 
Maps & Data representing 
hundreds of data entries. Visit 
licqns.com/memberportal

   We deployed 40 Support 
Local LIC banners in the area 
and 30 A-frame signs in the 
LIC BID.

Essential Neighborhood*  SPRING/SUMMER 2020

Our most recent Neighborhood Snapshot provided a look back at the last decade in LIC. Today, the COVID-19 crisis 
has changed the world in unforeseen ways. Despite the challenges, LIC is a resilient community. This supplemental 
report provides a glance at just some of the LIC community’s response and shows the strength of our neighborhood  
as we face recovery. Find more research and up-to date information at the newly redesigned licqns.com.

Businesses Make a 
Difference

LIC is fortunate to be home to Mt. Sinai Queens 

and many First Responders on the frontlines. 

Our business community stepped up to support 

the frontline this spring. From advanced 

manufacturing to award-winning dining, LIC’s 

diverse business community pivoted quickly 

to provide innovative supplies, hot meals, and 

support to healthcare heroes, essential workers, 

and those in need. Here are just a few examples:

Responding
CREATING
  Boyce Technologies created a smaller, less 

expensive bridge-ventilator to free up more 
expensive ventilators for the most critically ill 
COVID-19 patients. 

  3DBio produced respirators and full-scale 
ventilators for medical use. 

  Plaxall, Inc. manufactured plastic face shields 
for healthcare workers and provided space for 
LIC Relief food distribution efforts.

GIVING BACK
  JetBlue Healthcare Heroes campaign 

honored 100,000 healthcare workers with free 
roundtrip flight certificates.

  Estée Lauder donated $2 million to Doctors 
Without Borders and $3.2 million to support 
frontline response work worldwide and its 
factories produced hand sanitizer.

  Many local businesses participated in relief 
efforts through Fuel the Frontlines, LIC 
Relief, and Queens Together.

FEEDING
  Neuman’s Kitchen provides meals to 

healthcare workers and NYCHA residents.

  Bartleby & Sage worked with Migrant Kitchen 
and City Harvest to bring 1,000 free meals a 
day to hospital workers and their families.

  Coffee Project NY served 100 cups of coffee 
each day to frontline healthcare workers.

  Juice Press delivered healthy shakes,  juices, 
and snacks for healthcare workers at over 50 
hospitals.

Long-time neighborhood non-profits and grassroots community efforts also jumped into action to serve LIC this spring. Non-profit organizations and relief 

groups include: ACE Programs for the Homeless, City Harvest, CultureLab LIC, Fuel the Frontlines, Hour Children, Hunters Point Parks Conservancy, Jacob 

A. Riis Neighborhood Settlement, LIC Relief, NYC Kids Rise, Queens Community House, Queens Together, Sunnyside Community Services, Urban Upbound, 

and more. To learn more, get involved, and give to these diverse programs visit licqns.com/COVID19Support

A Community of Support

The NEW LICQNS.com!

Visit the newly designed licqns.com to 
find a brand new LIC Brochure, explore 
the LIC Life Sciences Portal, and get 
the most up-to-date information on the 
neighborhood.

Neighborhood Development
LIC saw explosive growth in the last decade but remained mixed-use on every level. Core 
industrial and manufacturing uses continue as the neighborhood adapts to new residential 
developments and commercial tenants, including a growing Life Sciences cluster. 

Development at a Glance

21,900+
completed units

11,400+
added units by 2023

Since c. 2006

Residential

Announced in planning/construction

current/open

5,700+
hotel rooms

42
hotels

4,200+
hotel rooms

41
hotels

HotelsCommercial & Industrial

5.7M+
added square feet by 2023

11M+
square feet existing
New buildings and renovated 

commercial 

Retail

450K+
added square feet by 2023

750K+
square feet existing
Retail in mixed-use buildings & 

renovated commercial 

Reading the Pulse
While LIC is resilient and connected, it is a challenging time in every neighborhood and sector of the economy. Queens had the second highest 
unemployment rate of the five boroughs, but foot traffic in Queens’ commercial corridors rebounded better than Manhattan’s. In some ways our 
neighborhood and community has been harder hit, but in other ways we are stronger and better positioned to recover. LIC’s community weighed 
in through the Business Operations and Recovery Surveys and LICP’s Annual Real Estate Breakfast, and citywide economic reports provide further 
context on challenges and opportunities. See key insights below and get more information at licqns.com/COVID19

Announced Announced

LICP COVID-19 Business Recovery Survey Key Insights LICP’s Annual Real Estate 
Breakfast Poll

LIC Core
 2020 
95 MSF 

Other

Factory

Storage

Garage

Retail O ce

Residential 

 

Other

Factory

Storage

Garage
Retail 

O ce

Residential 

LIC Core
 2010 
79 MSF

* This was originally published in Spring/Summer 2020 and some statistics may have changed since. Look for an 
updated neighborhood report coming soon!

Visit licqns.com for more neighborhood stats 
and the latest information!

What is the most important
factor for LIC’s post-COVID
future success? 

Live/Work/Play Mixed-Use Community

Access to Workforce

Location / Transportation

Price Advantage

56%

26%

8%

10%

n=60

How do you think LIC is positioned
to recover post-COVID, compared
to other parts of the city?

Better

Worse

Same

35% 54%

11%

n=60
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Business & Industry in LIC
LIC is home to 6,800 businesses with 127,000 employees. Businesses both large 

and small in LIC received loans through the Small Business Administration’s Payroll 

Protection Program (PPP), though more financial assistance is urgently needed. 

The diversity of industry, business size and type makes LIC well-positioned for 

economic recovery.

Reopening

In the LIC Core (Zip Codes 11101, 11106, and 11109):

   2,897 PPP Loans received, retaining 30,000+ Jobs

   78% of loans were under $150,000, supporting a broad mix of businesses

Retail, Dining, Neighborhood Services
On April 7th, open LIC businesses hit a low, with 60% of the 

contacted retail businesses in the area open. By July 16, over 80% 

of contacted LIC businesses were open in some capacity. 

Offices and Employers
LICP surveyed neighborhood employers on their operations 

during the COVID-19 pandemic as of 8/31/20.

Construction Continues in LIC
When New York on PAUSE went into effect on March 22, only 

construction projects deemed essential could continue operation. 

Today, construction is open and back on track in the neighborhood.

Rebuilding

Active Construction 
Sites Total Sq Ft

March 11 4M+

August 347 17M+

Transportation
Now more than ever, employees want to live close to where 

they work and employers want spaces accessible to a large 

workforce. LIC offers both: a live-work community allowing 

walk-to-work commutes, and access to 74 Citi Bike stations, 
15 bus lines, 8 subway lines, 4 bridges, 3 ferry landings, 
and 2 regional rail stations. 

Major Construction in LIC Core

   Arts & Culture organizations in LIC include Dance Entropy, Flux Factory, 
Materials for the Arts, MoMA PS1, Museum of the Moving Image, The 
Noguchi Museum, SculptureCenter and more hosted over 50 virtual 
events, exhibitions, and online movie releases.

   200+ outdoor dining permits approved in LIC: from bakeries to breweries to 
a five-course meal, LIC is home to world-class cuisine. 

Barre3LICWoodbines

More than ever, LIC is where you want to be.

47-22 pearson place         i        long island city      i        ny        i        11101       i       212.385.8585
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ny 11101       
212.385.8585
www.boycetechnologies.com

FUTURE
C
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MY

CY
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WE PROUDLY SUPPORT 

Long Island City 
Partnership 

Everything
Matters

Strengthening 
Communities

LICP_7.5x9.875.indd   1 10/22/19   11:03 AM

We’re based in  
Long Island City.  
Of course, we have  
a thing for Queens.
JetBlue proudly supports Long Island City Partnership.
                                                                           



Thank you to the
Long Island City

Partnership
for your continued

support of the
Long Island City

community

HOME  HAS  NEVER  MATTERED  MORE .

P u t  u s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  y o u r  s e a r c h .

ModernSpacesNYC.com

LONG ISLAND CITY

ASTORIA JERSEY CITY  



RAVENSWOOD 
GENERATING STATION 

WWee’’rree  mmoorree  tthhaann  aa  ppoowweerr  ppllaanntt..    WWee  bbeelliieevvee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  mmaatttteerrss..    TThhaatt’’ss  wwhhyy  wwee’’rree  

ccoommmmiitttteedd  ttoo  nnoott  oonnllyy  pprroovviiddiinngg  LLoonngg  IIssllaanndd  CCiittyy  wwiitthh  rreelliiaabbllee,,  ccoosstt--eeffffeeccttiivvee  eenneerrggyy,,  

bbuutt  ttoo  eemmppoowweerr  aanndd  ttrraannssiittiioonn  oouurr  llooccaall  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ttoo  aa  cclleeaann  aanndd  ssuussttaaiinnaabbllee  eenneerrggyy  

ffuuttuurree..    WWee  rreemmaaiinn  aa  pprroouudd  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  LLoonngg  IIssllaanndd  CCiittyy  ccoommmmuunniittyy  aanndd  aa  pprroouudd  

ssppoonnssoorr  ooff  tthhee  LLoonngg  IIssllaanndd  CCiittyy  PPaarrttnneerrsshhiipp..



Jason Vazquez 
Chief Information Officer
  
845-369-8272 
jvazquez@snb.com
  
snb.com 

Expect Extraordinary.

Long Island City 
Partnership

We are proud to support



 

MEET US AT 

 

 

WWW.THEFACTORYL IC .COM30-30  47TH AVENUE L IC

@THEFACTORYLIC

NOW OPEN

NOW COMPLETE

For availability information, please contact:  

MARC S. PACKMAN 212.940.6255   CLARK BRIFFEL 212.940.6821   CHARLES P. LAGINESTRA 212.940.6890



INNOVO PROPERTY GROUP 
IS A PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE 
LONG ISLAND CITY PARTNERSHIP

THANKS LICP! YOUR SUPPORT OF OUR 
COMMUNITY IS GREATLY APPRECIATED.

Lee & Associates NYC is proud to support the 

LIC SUMMIT 2020

Kenneth Salzman, Seth Rosen,  
and Corey Horowitz

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT    LANDLORD REPRESENTATION     TENANT REPRESENTATION

845 Third Avenue, Fourth Floor  |  212.776.1200  |  www.leeassociatesnyc.com

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF 
THE LIC PARTNERSHIP 

SINCE THE VERY BEGINNING 

THANK YOU, LIZ AND TEAM 
FOR ALL YOU DO FOR LIC!

FROM THE KIRBY, PFOHL & QUIGLEY 
FAMILIES AND ALL OF US AT PLAXALL 



RATED #1 IN VALUE FOR 
BUSINESS INTERNET 

SERVICE IN NYC

Reprinted from www.pcmag.com with permission. ©2020 Zi�  Davis, Inc. All Rights Reserved ©2020 RCN Telecom Services of New York, LP. All rights reserved. 

Related is Proud to Support Long Island City
and the Surrounding Community

Blanchard Building

ThePointLIC.com Related.com LiveRiverwalkPark.com

Paragon Building Riverwalk Park

5 BRYANT PARK

ONE COURT SQUARE

521 FIFTH AVENUE110 WILLIAM STREET106 WEST 56TH STREET 48 WEST 25TH STREET

THE FALCHI BUILDING

FOR LEASING INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: Brian Reiver | 212.229.0101  |  BReiver@savannafund.com  |  savannafund.com Vision, Opportunity, Reality. 

Over 7 million SF 
in our Current Investment Portfolio

WE ARE PROUD TO SPONSOR THE
7th Annual LIC Summit

19-19-014 LIC SUMMIT AD 2020_d2.indd   119-19-014 LIC SUMMIT AD 2020_d2.indd   1 10/28/20   2:52 PM10/28/20   2:52 PM

is a proud sponsor of the

LLIICC  SSUUMMMMIITT
And supports all that the 

LLOONNGG  IISSLLAANNDD  CCIITTYY  PPAARRTTNNEERRSSHHIIPP  
does for our community

www.silvercupstudios.com



5241 Center Blvd
Newly Constructed Apartments 
on the LIC Waterfront
TF Cornerstone’s development in Hunter’s Point South will 

bring 1,194 new residential units across two sibling buildings, 

with a mix of studios, one, and two-bedroom apartments. 

TFC.com

 

 

As long-time members of the Long Island City community, we are proud  
to support the LIC Partnership.  We thank Liz Lusskin and her team  

for all of their efforts helping to make LIC what it is today  
and what it will be in the future. 

 
We look forward to a wonderful LIC Summit. 

 

Owning, Developing and Managing  

Queens Real Estate for Four Generations 

22-15 43​rd​ Avenue, Suite 300, Long Island City, NY 11101  

(212) 983-0044 * ​www.werwaissandco.com 

186,000  
TOTAL RSF Café Alexandria Shuttle On-Site Parking Citi Bike Station Bike Storage &

Commuter Showers

LONG ISLAND CITY
30-02 48TH AVENUE

ALEXANDRIA CENTER®

186,000 SF Intentionally 
designed life science 
research space

CONTACTS
John Cunningham
(646) 581-1714
jcunningham@are.com

Adam Kaufman
(646) 385-0564
akaufman@are.com

www.are.com

60,000 SF of pre-built 
lab spaces (ranging 
from 6,800 RSF to 
14,200 RSF) for early- 
and growth-stage life 
science companies  
available January 2021

PLUG-AND-PLAY  
LABORATORY /  
OFFICE SPACE



a partnership between Fetner Properties  
and The Lions Group, celebrates all of the 

participants in the LIC Summit 2020.

FETNER  .COM  |  LIONSGROUPNYC  .COM

We are in the business  
of making business easier. 
Especially now.
In uncertain times, one thing is certain. You need  

someone by your side with the resources, solutions  

and vision to see you through. 

“Bank of America” and “BofA Securities” are the marketing names used by the Global Banking and Global Markets divisions of Bank of America Corporation. Lending, other commercial banking 
activities, and trading in certain financial instruments are performed globally by banking affiliates of Bank of America Corporation, including Bank of America, N.A., Member FDIC. Trading in 
securities and financial instruments, and strategic advisory, and other investment banking activities, are performed globally by investment banking affiliates of Bank of America Corporation 
(“Investment Banking Affiliates”), including, in the United States, BofA Securities, Inc. and Merrill Lynch Professional Clearing Corp., both of which are registered broker-dealers and Members of 
SIPC, and, in other jurisdictions, by locally registered entities. BofA Securities, Inc. and Merrill Lynch Professional Clearing Corp. are registered as futures commission merchants with the CFTC 
and are members of the NFA.

 Investment products offered by Investment Banking Affiliates: Are Not FDIC Insured • May Lose Value • Are Not Bank Guaranteed.

 ©2020 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. 3162556  11-20-0002

BR AUSE REALTY 
IS PROUD TO SPONSOR THE LIC SUMMIT 

A ND LIC PARTNERSHIP A ND BID.

 

PLEASE EXPLORE OUR NEWEST LIC 
DEVELOPMENT: ��� DISTINGUISHED RENTAL 

RESIDENCES AT THE FORGE, 
��-�� PURVES STREET 

RENTTHEFORGE.COM  ��� ��� ����



GOTHAM REALTY 
IS PROUD TO 
SUPPORT THE 
LIC SUMMIT

Kramer Levin is proud to support the

2020 LIC Summit
and its commitment to community recovery during

the COVID-19 pandemic.

Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP
1177 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, NY 10036



We Are Proud To Support

LIC SUMMIT

R X R R E A LT Y. C O M

PROUDLY SUPPORTS

Celebrating an
organization that
makes a difference

Finding a purposeful way to assist one another, turning belief into action, and working toward
shared goals — these are the driving forces that lift up humanity and make a difference, one person
at a time. Wells Fargo salutes the Long Island City Partnership.
Learn more at wellsfargo.com/com.

© 2020 Wells Fargo & Company. All rights reserved. 4609979 MOD: 197

THE LARGEST WOMAN-OWNED COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 
FIRM IN THE COUNTRY

NEW YORK | LOS ANGELES
jrtrealty.com
212.445.1200

JRT REALTY GROUP 
IS A PROUD SUPPORTER 

OF THE

LONG ISLAND 
CITY PARTNERSHIP

PICTURES PROVIDED BY GLUCK+ 



Bruce D. Abbott 
RCN

Kenneth Adams 
LaGuardia Community College

Michelle Adams 
Tishman Speyer

Robert Albro 
King Street Properties

Robert S. Altman 
Robert S. Altman, Esq., PLLC

Frank Amarante 
Chase Bank

John Belo 
Kaplon-Belo Affiliates LLC

Eric Benaim 
Modern Spaces

David Brause 
Brause Realty, Inc.

Kenneth Buettner 
York Scaffold Equipment Corp.

Gus Buitrago 
Flushing Bank

Andrew Chung 
Innovo Property Group

Sarah Cohen 
Gotham Realty

John Cunningham 
Alexandria Real Estate

Richard Dzwlewicz 
TD Bank

Jay Fehskens 
Atlas Capital Group, LLC

Meishay Gattis 
LIC YMCA

Henry Goodfriend 
The Estee Lauder Companies

Ben Guttmann 
Digital Natives Group

Alan Harker 
Vayner Media

John Hatfield 
Socrates Sculpture Park

Pat Hayes 
Altice USA

Bradley Katz 
Fisher Brothers

Andrew Kurd 
Savanna

Molly Kurzius 
MoMA PS1

Matthew Lawrence 
Criterion Group LLC

Margaret McCue Guillon 
MetLife

Charles Miller 
Macy’s Inc.

Frank Monterisi, Jr. 
Related Companies, L.P.

Jeffrey Nelson 
RXR Realty

Paul Neuman 
Neuman’s Kitchen

Lydia Nikolic 
Bank of America

Leslie Nilsson 
Bartleby and Sage Event Planning

Peter Papamichael 
The VOREA Group

Lisa Reifer 
JetBlue Airways Corporation

John Reinertsen 
CBRE

Hal Rosenbluth 
Kaufman Astoria Studios, Inc.

Henry Rosenwach 
Rosenwach Tank Co., LLC

Kenneth Salzman 
Lee & Associates

Michael Samuelian 
Jacobs Technion Insitute at 

Cornell Tech

Joshua Schneps 
LIC Flea & Food

Jeremy Shell 
TF Cornerstone

Greg Smith 
JRT Realty Group

William Staples 
Goodwill Industries Of Greater NY 

and Northern NJ, Inc.

Alan Suna 
Silvercup Studios

Jason Vazquez 
Sterling National Bank

Abner C. Withers, Jr. 
Courtyard by Marriott LIC 

Vincent Zerilli 
Wells Fargo

Irene Zoupaniotis 
Farrell Fritz, P.C.

Frank Zuckerbrot 
Sholom & Zuckerbrot Realty LLC

Patricia Dunphy 
Rockrose Development Corp. 

Charles Boyce 
Boyce Technologies, Inc.

Elliot Park 
Shine Electronics Incorporated

Robert S. Altman 
Robert S. Altman, Esq., PLLC

Alvarez Symonette 
Lady M Confections Co., Ltd.

Chairperson 

First Vice Chairperson 

Second Vice Chairperson 

Secretary

 
Treasurer

Michelle Adams 
Tishman Speyer

Matthew Quigley 
Plaxall, Inc.

Caryn Schwab 
Mount Sinai Queens

Charles Sommer 
Public Service Truck Rental and Leasing

John Werwaiss 
Werwaiss & Co. Inc.

Gary Kesner 
Silvercup Studios

Vice Chairperson 

Vice Chairperson 

Vice Chairperson 

Vice Chairperson 

Vice Chairperson 

Chair Emeritus 

Officers

Board

Staff Elizabeth Lusskin
President, LICP Partnership, Executive Director, LIC BID

Long Island City Partnership - 27-01 Queens Plaza North, Level B, Long Island City, NY 11101 - 718.786.5300 - LICQNS.com

BID Operations

Raymond Webb 
Director of BID Field Operations

Angelica Hart 
BID Operations Manager

Marketing and Events

Alexis Hoffman 
Senior Manager, Marketing & Community Relations

Carla Nicdao 
Director of Events

Community Development

Madeleine Levin 
Project Manager, Community Development

Business Assistance

Charles Yu 
Director of Business Assistance

Osagie Afe 
Manager, Business Assistance ​

Radley Ciego 
Area Manager, IBZ East

Administration

Jean Lateef 
Director of Fiscal Operations

Ying Huang 
Chief of Staff

Zachary Stuart 
Administrative Assistant

Long Island City Partnership


